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""Our green purchasing initiatives help conserve natural resources, protect the environment and
provide a safer workplace for our employees," said Susan M. Brownell, vice president, Supply
Management. "They also support our ever-improving sustainable business practices and are Add to GoogleTooIbar

fiscally prudent.” Breaking News
Press Releases

Across the organization, from Supply Management to Facilities to Delivery, the Postal Service is
integrating sound environmental business practices into day-to-day operations. In FY 2008, the
Postal Service spent over $88 million in the acquisition of environmentally preferable products,
including remanufactured automobile parts, retreaded tires, recycled content paper products,
custodial products and Cradle to Cradle-certified shipping boxes and envelopes. (Cradle to
Cradle is an environmental certification by McDonough Braungart Design Chemistry, awarded to
Priority Mail and Express Mail packaging and envelopes produced by Bell that have met 39
criteria for human and environmental health characteristics, including recyclability and
manufacturing attributes.)

The Postal Service also received honorable mention for its Lead-Free Wheel Weight Program. This
program has the potential to prevent 17 tons of lead from entering the environment by outfitting
Postal Service vehicles across the country with lead-free wheel weights.

Fifteen winners and 13 honorable mentions were selected from 200 nominations in the areas of
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environmental management systems, pollution prevention, recycling, green product purchasing,
alternative fuels, electronics stewardship and sustainable buildings. The awards ceremony was
held in the Natcher Auditorium at the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, Md.

An independent federal agency, the U.S. Postal Service is the only delivery service that reaches
every address in the nation, 149 million residences, businesses and Post Office Boxes, six days
a week. It has 34,000 retail locations and relies on the sale of postage, products and services,
not tax dollars, to pay for operating expenses. Named the Most Trusted Government Agency five
consecutive years by the Ponemon Institute, the Postal Service has annual revenue of $75 billion
and delivers nearly half the world®s mail.
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